
@Honesty 
John 20: Nail Pierced Hands 

 
John 20:25 “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger 
where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 
 
The reason Christians don’t like to hear that is because we don’t know how 
to __________________. 
 
Four Gospel writers 
___________, ___________, __________, and ___________ 
 
This is called the ___________ of _______________. 

• Gospel writers themselves 
• Differing views of the gospel writers 
• The means of Jesus’ death. 

 
How many of the apostles died natural deaths? 
 
What happened to all the rest?  
 

If the apostles didn’t believe that Jesus rose from the dead, they wouldn’t 
have died for Him. 

 
Historians who wrote about Jesus 

• Suetonius (Chief secretary to Emperor Hadrian) 
• Julius Africanus 
• Pliny the Younger (Roman Governor) 
• Lucian of Samosata (Greek play write) 
• Mara Bar-Serapion 
• Babylonian Talmud 
• Tacitus 
• Josephus 

 
“At this time there was a wise man named Jesus. His conduct was good and 
[he] was known to be virtuous. And many people from among the Jews and 
the other nations became his disciples. Pilate condemned him to be 
crucified and to die. But those who became his disciples did not abandon 
his discipleship. They reported that he had appeared to them three days 
after his crucifixion, and that he was alive; accordingly he was perhaps the 
Messiah, concerning whom the prophets have recounted wonders.” 
 

 
o Josephus gives us ____ insights into Jesus’ life. 

1. ___________ 
2. ___________ 
3. ___________ 
4. ___________ 
5. ____________ 
6. ___________ 
7. ___________ 
8. ___________ 
9. ___________ 

 
HISTORY 

History is credible if it’s written within ______ years of the event. 
 
Mark was written by _______ A.D. according to Dr. Allen Black. 
 
Matthew was written around 60 A.D. 
 
Luke was written by _______ A.D.  

• Luke is a world-class historical account. 
 
John was written around ______ A.D. 
 
When people truly see Jesus, everything changes. 
 
In vs. 20 the apostles still were in danger from the Jewish religious leaders 
but their fear turned to ______. 
 
Their present ________ did not change but their eternal _______ came into 
focus. 
 

CHALLENGE 
Read three chapters of the gospel of John every day this week.  
 
If you read something that challenges you or encourages you 
share it with us on the church facebook or Instagram page with 
#RealJesus  


